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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

LEAGUE WANT ADS?  WHY NOT?  
 

Be on the alert for news of volunteer opportunities in the League of Women Voters.  Our  

Communications Chair, Bev Kloehn, could use help in getting the word out about our programs 

and activities.  What kind of job could you do?  Maybe a short term assignment, gathering contact 

information for community groups?  How about coordinating the Leagueõs printing projects?  Or 

how about writing a short article reporting what our speakers tell us at a Voter Education meeting? 
 

League member Susan Abbott Peters took on a research job that she managed on her own  

schedule.  She compiled estimates from print shops in a reference notebook for everything from 

League business cards, our Membership Handbook/Directory and the invitations and programs for 

our annual Issues and Eggs fundraiser.  Her work gives us a solid basis for making decisions about 

who can do the best job for us producing our materials.   
 

Are you willing to learn how to use Mail Chimp?  It is the tool we use to send information to all of 

you, our members.  This is how you get our newsletter, the Voter and my monthly Presidentõs  

message that comes to you in a special email.  Others provide the content and you keep track of 

changes to our lists.  Did you know that we send out alerts to Friends of the League, people who 

support us but who are not members?  We are always on the lookout to add names of new people 

to invite to our forums and programs.  You could take that on. 
 

Maybe your interest lies in being on the Board.  If you are building up your leadership experience, 

this is a great way to serve.  We meet monthly to oversee all the activities of the League and we 

make decisions that reflect our support for the League mission.  Call me at 622-1933 if you are  

interested or contact our Nominating Committee Chair, Carol West at 298-2447. 
 

And donõt forget working on projects like candidate forums where you can volunteer to be a floor 

aide to greet people and collect questions written on cards.  Or you can serve as a question  

screener.  Or, if you want to take on a bigger challenge, you can serve as moderator.  Our Voter 

Service Chair, Mary Hudson , would love to know of your availability.  She can be reached at 510 

821-1912.  We are cosponsoring with the YWCA a Tucson City Council candidates forum October 

11 and we could use your help.  The forum will be at 6 pm at the Y, 525 North Bonita. 
 

Can you make time to work with us?  Figure out what you are most 

interested in and what skills you have that could be put to use for 

the League.  Then once you say to yourself õI could do that!õ, let 

me know.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Freda Johnson     

   

president@lwgvt.org     
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Introducing our new President-elect, Grace Evans, in her own words . . .  
 

 

òBetsy Zukoski was my introduction to the League of Women Voters in 1979.  In her capac-

ity as President of the Greater Tucson League, Betsy was following the progress of the Cityõs 
General Plan.  I was new to Tucson, and the Cityõs Planning Department, but was im-

pressed by the Leagueõs strong support for planning. 

 

Later I got to know Carol West  when she was elected to the City Council and quickly found 

out that she was involved in the League as well.  I met Freda Johnson also as a result of my 

work as a  

planner. 

 

After I graduated from the University of Tennessee with my degree in planning, I held jobs 

in several communities, including Memphis, Evanston, IL, Wray, CO, and Tucson 
(obviously liking Tucson the best). 

 

In a severe case of reverse migration, I moved with my parents from Riverside, CA, to Be-

thesda, MD, where I graduated from high school.  Just to make sure I sampled a little more 
geography, I went to Earlham College in Richmond, IN, which offered me a degree in politi-

cal science. 

 

I do spot Freda occasionally hiking Tumamoc Hill and once, along with Sally Davenport , 

found Victor Bowleg conquering the summit.  In the winter I help lead snowbirds on hikes 

in the Tucson Mountains as part of Pima Countyõs Environmental Education program and 
help staff its wildlife trailer which gets parked at various events around town. 

 

The League is full of hard-working, dedicated, (many of them very funny) women and I look  

forward to the next chapter in my involvement with them all.ó 

 

 

Welcome, Grace.  We all look forward to working with you!  
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 VOTER REGISTRATION NEWS  
 

October 9 is the deadline to register or update voter registration for the November 7 General  

Election.  Please inform Sue Webb-Lukomski  at (608) 358-5879 if you are planning a voter  

registration activity. 

 

Voter Registration Team members recently participated in an event at Santa Rita High School and 
at the Pascua Yaqui Tribe annual Recognition Day event.  The next voter registration event for 

the public will be held at the Tucson Meet Yourself festival, October 13-15 at Presidio Park. 

 

The next voter registration training for League members will be held on Monday,  

November 13, from 3:00 ð 5:00 pm at the Woods Memorial Library.  If you plan to help with  

voter registration activities next year and you havenõt attended one of the trainings this year, call 

the office at (520) 327-7652 to sign up. 

 

One further important event planned by this committee is the Tucson City Council  

Candidates Forum to be held October 11 at 6:00 pm at the YWCA of Southern Arizona, 525 N. 

Bonita.  See flyer below for further details. 
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New Member Orientation Night  

November 9, 2017 

 

Pat Wiedhopf , LWVGT New Member Orientation Chair  

 

The League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson Board of Directors will be 

holding an orientation event for new members.  Current members, prospective 

members and anyone who wants to know more about how the League works 

may attend.  However, an RSVP is required.  

 

Join us for an enjoyable evening to meet our board and other League members 

on: 

 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

5:30-7:00pm 

At the home of  Grace Evans 
 

Address will be provided when you RSVP.  Please carpool if  you can. 

 

You will learn about the purpose and mission of the League, the basics of how 
the League works to create positive, lasting change in our community, and how 

you can get involved. 

 

There will be Q & A opportunities.  Light refreshments will be served. 

 

Please RSVP to Pat Wiedhopf  at (520) 850-6755. Additionally, please call Pat if  

you are unable to attend this orientation and are interested in another  

opportunity.  
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Unit Meeting Calendar for October 2017 
Tuesday, October 3 

EASTSIDE UNIT MEETING  

9:30 am Social Time;  Program starts at 10:00 am 

7575 East Speedway, City of Tucson Ward 2 Office 

Guest Speakers:   Maryanne Beering from Compass Affordable Housing and 

   Jean Fennegan, director of Sister Jose Womenõs Cancer Center 

Topic:     Affordable Housing  

Contact:    Phylis Carnahan, 885-3271 

 

Tuesday, October 10 

NORTHWEST UNIT MEETING  

2:00 ð 4:00 pm 
Mountain Vista/Golder Ranch Fire Station, 1175 W. Magee 

Guest Speaker:   Jen Darland 

Topic:     Education Finance: School Vouchers 

Contact:    Judy Moll , 742-6525 

 
Friday, October 13 

GREEN VALLEY UNIT MEETING  

NOON (bring a sack lunch), 12:30 program 
Private Dining Room, 3rd floor of the La Vista Bldg. on the La Posada campus 

     (Take elevator to 3rd; turn right to reach the Dining Room which is on your left.) 
350 E. Morningside Rd., Green Valley 

The program is to be announced at a later date. 

Contact:    Sue Girardeau, 648-7969 

 

Thursday, October 19 

MIDTOWN UNIT MEETING  

11:30 - 1:00 pm 

1510 E. Grant Rd., Council Office for Ward 3 

Guest Speaker:   Sheriff Mark Napier  

Topic:     Gun Control and the Laws of the State of Arizona  

 Prior to his election as sheriff, Mark Napier retired as Tucson Police Department Captain  
culminating 28 years of experience in law enforcement.  He then served for seven years as the University of 
Arizona Associate Director of Parking and Transportation Services as well as teaching an online criminal 
justice course for Boston University.   
 We invite you to ask a friend or friends, to join you for this timely topic.  If you are on your lunch 
hour, please bring your own lunch.  When the office parking lot is full, street parking is available.  It is a 
real privilege to have this busy man as our speaker; letõs have a good turnout for this presentation. 

Contact:    Kathy Dubbs, 279-0284 

 
Monday, October 23 

MIDTOWN EVENING UNIT MEETING  
5:30 - 7:00 pm 

3202 E. 1st St., Council Office for Ward 6 
Each meeting will be a discussion of a different chapter in the book: 

What You Should Know About Politics. . .But Donõt, by Jessamyn Conrad 

Topic:    Chapter 4:  The Military  

Contact:    Ronnie Mullins , 404-4551 
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2017-18 VOTER EDUCATION PROGRAMS  

Organized by Sue DeArmond 

 

For over 75 years, the League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson has provided community 

non-partisan discussions on issues that impact Pima County voters.  For the 2017-18 program 

season, we continue this tradition by inviting local experts to discuss topics every 3rd Saturday 

morning from September to April. 

 

September 16, 2017 

Voting: Challenges for Pima County Recorder and Voters  

Speaker:  F. Ann Rodriguez , Pima County Recorder 

  This program was very well attended.  A link to the video of this program is on 

our website homepage under Recent Programs.  Please mark the 3rd Saturdays on your  

calendars for the following Voter Education Programs.   

       
Many hands get us all checked in for each program  

 

 
F. Ann Rodriguez, Pima County Recorder 

    (Photos by Judy Moll) 

(continued on page 7) 
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October 21, 2017 

School Vouchers: How Did We Get Here and Where Are We Going?  

 

Speakers:  Chris Kotterman  from the Arizona School Board Association 

  Rep. Todd Clodfelter  from Tucson 

  Ricky D. Hernandez, President, Arizona Association of School Business Officers 

 

Location:  Joel D. Valdez Pima County Public Library 

  101 N. Stone, Lower Level 1 Mtg. Rm 

 

Time:   9:30 am refreshments, 10 am ð 12 pm program 

  The League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson, the Metropolitan Education  

Commission and Voices for Education are sponsoring this education voucher information  

program.  This panel of experts will discuss school voucher history, the voucher financial impact 

on school districts and how legislative policy is decided.  This meeting will help voters better  

understand the impact vouchers, aka Empowerment Scholarship Accounts (ESA), have  on  

education in Arizona. 

   

  During the 2017 spring legislative session, lawmakers passed Senate Bill 1431 

which expanded Empowerment Scholarship Accounts.  Governor Ducey signed SB1431 into law 

which extends the eligibility to all 1.1 million state school children.  The Arizona program allows 

parents to take between 90% and 100% of the state money a local public school would receive to 

pay for tuition to private or religious schools.  The average student who isnõt disabled will get 

about $4,400 a year. 

   

  Empowerment Scholarship Accounts have been available only for students in 

 special categories, such as those with disabilities, in foster families, living on reservations or  

attending schools rated D or F.  An estimated 3,500 students now get vouchers.  SB1431 removes 

all such requirements, though it caps the total number of vouchers available at 30,000 by 2023.  

(There is speculation that lawmakers may vote to remove the cap in a future legislative session.) 

 

 

(continued on page 8) 

(continued from page 6) 
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November 18, 2017 

 

The American Dream: A Fleeting Fantasy?  

 

Location: The Loft Cinema, 3233 E. Speedway 

Time:  9:30 am refreshments, 10 am ð 12 pm program 

Viewing of the Noam Chomsky Documentary: Requiem for the American Dream 

 

 In the words of Jared P. Scott, the film òis the definitive discourse with Noam  

Chomsky, on the defining characteristic of our time ð the deliberate concentration of wealth 

and power in the hands of a select few.  Through interviews filmed over four years, Chomsky 

unpacks the principles that have brought us to the crossroads of historically unprecedented 

inequality ð tracing a half century of policies designed to favor the most wealthy at the  

expense of the majority ð while also looking back on his own life of activism and political  

participation Profoundly personal and thought provoking, Chomsky provides penetrating  

insight into what may well be the lasting legacy of our time ð the death of the middle class, 

and swan song of functioning democracy.  A potent reminder that power ultimately rests in 

the hands of the governed, REQUIEM is required viewing for all who maintain hope in a 

shared stake in the future.ó  (In cooperation with the Loft Cinema)   

  Discussion with local public officials will follow the showing of the film. 

 

Field Trip:   November 8, Habitat for Humanity (check November Voter for details) 

 

 

January 20, 2018 

 

How Are You and Your Loved Ones Impacted By Changing Healthcare?  

 

Location:  El Rio Administration Building, Manning House  

  450 W. Paseo Redondo, Meeting Rm B (enter at the back of the building) 

Time:   9:30 am refreshments, 10 am ð 12 pm program 

  Manning House Tour following meeting 

Field Trip:   January 4, 2018; 10 am -11 am, El Rio Campus Tour, 839 W. Congress 

  Optional lunch at San Agustin Plaza, 100 S. Avenida del Convento 

(continued from page 7) 
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Running & Winning ð A very successful Workshop! 

Phylis Carnahan, Chair 
 

 

Fifteen years ago Shirley Sandelands started Running and Winning in Tucson at Sunnyside 

High School.  September 21st we went back to Sunnyside.  We worked closely with members 

of American Association of University Women of  Tucson, Casas Adobes Branches, the 
YWCA and Pima County/Tucson Womenõs Commission.  Members of the Center for  

Community Dialog were our facilitators. 

 

Women elected officials from Tucson, Pima County and Arizona eagerly participated in  

discussions with junior and senior girls.  After learning about campaigning, each group of girls 

designed their own campaign with the help of materials from their folders.  One girl from each 
group gave a campaign speech followed by an election. 

 

The moderator for the workshop was Judge Lisa Abrams.  Judge Abrams has volunteered her 

time for the past two workshops. 

 

Dr. Marcos , principal of Sunnyside High School, and his faculty and staff were wonderful to 

work with . 

 

 

 
 

Steering Committee, clockwise from lower left: Phylis Carnahan, Carol Dow, 

Nancy Woodling, Freda Johnson, Dana Kormash, Deena Stewart-Hitzke,  

Carol Johnson & Vivian Harte 

(Photo by Mary Gresham) 
 

 

 

 

 (continued on page 10) 
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(continued from page 9)  

 
 

 Kirsten Engel, Legislative District 10, Arizona House of Representatives, 

and some very happy participants 

 
 

A very good turnout 

(Above 2 photos by Freda Johnson) 


